
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : SUNDAY, 17 MAY 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU ESTABLISHES FORUM TO DEAL WITH SERVICE DELIVERY IN 
WEENEN WITH MULTI-MILLION RANDS PROJECTS TO ADDRESS COMMUNITY 
CONCERNS UNVEILED 

  

A multi-disciplinary forum has been established to deal with all service delivery related 
issues in Weenen (under Umtshezi Municipality), KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, 
Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, announced during a meeting in the 
area with the residents, various government departments and entities at the weekend. 
 

Mchunu will chair the forum which is set to meet once a month with the residents, 
government departments and entities, district and local municipality to fast-track service 
delivery. The meeting follows several meetings after protests erupted in Weenen, which, 
were at times, accompanied by violence and road closures between Weenen and 
Muden including the R78. 

 

On Friday 15 May 2015, Mchunu, accompanied by the newly-appointed HOD of 
Community Safety and Liaison, Mr Themba Mavundla, the district mayor, her deputy, 
officials from various departments and Eskom, presented a detailed report on how 
authorities would address the community’s concerns. 

 

The main concerns of the community are, chiefly the need for the provision of water and 
electricity, improvement of road infrastructure, provision of scholar transport, 
improvement of the farming town of Weneen and issues relating to farming and 
agriculture in Greater Weneen.  

 



Mchunu told residents that the Department of Energy has set aside R15 million to 
connect 1212 households in the Estcourt area. The following areas have been 
prioritised for connections in Weenen: Msobotsheni 150 connections; Ngodini 258 
connections; Msulusi 100 connections; and Chiverly 120 connections.  

The Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA) is to 
make available R4 million for pre-marketing and connections to households. 

 

Additionally, Mchunu said, the uMtshezi Municipality will receive R15.7 million in 
2016/2017 and R15 million in the 207/2018 financial years from the Department of 
Energy to address the 3477 households with no connections. 

  

Mchunu also reported that bulk water projects by the uThukela District Municipality were 
already underway. In the interim, water tanks would continue to supply the areas 
without water. Mchunu added that the Department of Agriculture is planning to construct 
12 dams in Weenen areas at a cost of R4.2 million. He reminded residents that 
Agriculture MEC Cyril Xaba would meet residents today (17 May 2015) to discuss 
agricultural issues. 

  

The Department of Transport has conducted an assessment of the flood damaged 
roads in the area and rehabilitation would start, tomorrow, ( Monday,18 May 2015) 

Mchunu also touched on learner transport in Weenen, revealing that the Department of 
Education was already providing transport to five schools in the uMtshezi Circuit: 6 
learners Estcourt Primary; 40 learners at Estcourt Secondary; 54 learners at 
Drakensberg Secondary; 148 Fordeville Primary; and 260 learners at Lyndhurst 
Primary.  

 

Currently, 1300 learners at Weenen Combined School, 708 at Mthaniya and 108 at 
Colenso Combined School, still need learner transport.  The request is being assessed 
by supply chain management. 

 

“We are satisfied with the progress that we have made so far by working 
together. The multi-disciplinary forum will meet once a month so we can engage 
and solve and solve all the service delivery related issues in Weenen,” said 
Mchunu. 

Mchunu, who leads the KwaZulu-Natal government efforts to address community 

concerns, had led interventions, among others, to Murchison on the South Coast, 

KweNdengezi, west of Durban, and recently to KwaMakhutha, south of Durban. 

  

 

Enquires:    Sipho Khumalo 082-682-6437 



Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR 

Kwanele Ncalane 

072 803 1462/079 699 5755 

Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 
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